To:

Parliament of Republic of Lithuania

Government of Republic of Lithuania 

Coalition Clean Baltic – CCB, international non-governmental network of 27 organisations from the countries of the whole Baltic Sea catchment area acknowledges the actions of Government and Parliament of Republic of Lithuania towards protection of the valuable habitats of natural rivers and migrating fish spawning areas. Lithuania has demonstrated a high level of consciousness and good example for other Baltic Sea countries in protection of the endangered wild Baltic Salmon. The Decree of Government of Lithuania from 2004, establishing the list of 147 rivers where the protection of spawning habitats have been reserved and construction of Hydro Power Plants (HPP) is prohibited, also the Resolution of Parliament concerning preservation of river of Nemunas, have utmost great importance for whole Baltic Sea Basin in order to ensure natural reproduction of the wild Baltic Salmon, valuable both for biodiversity of the area as well for ensuring livelihood and income for coastal communities in Lithuania and its neighbouring countries.

Keeping the rivers in natural state and application of the measures to ensure protection and natural reproduction is very important for the stability of populations of migrating fish species (salmon, sea-trout etc.) in all the Baltic Sea countries in order to ensure water quality of rivers, protection of natural landscape and biodiversity as well development of tourism.

With great concern, CCB has been following the recent developments in Lithuania, where the Committee of Environmental Protection of the Parliament of Lithuania has expressed the opinion that the list of protected rivers should be revised and the possibilities for construction of new HPP should be restored at several rivers, important for reproduction of wild Baltic Salmon.

CCB urges Lithuanian Parliament to reconsider such initiatives and hopes that Lithuania avoids any changes in the list of rivers adopted by Lithuanian Government where the constructions of HPP are prohibited. Lithuania should not repeat the mistakes of the countries that have destroyed the natural ecosystems of their salmon-rivers and are now taking numerous efforts and allocating huge resources in order to restore habitats necessary for reproduction of migrating fishes.
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