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Invasive alien species t why should we care?

The second cause of global biodiversity loss (after habitat destruc
tion).

Increased mobility and human interaction are a key drivers in the
spread of IAS.

IAS cause enormous and often irreversible harm to biodiversity
by displacing native and useful species and changing ecosystems

IAS cost EU econgmil2 bilion per year, in lost production, control
and mitigation efforts, as wedlsloss of ecosystem services.

Since the 17th century, IAS have contributed to nearly 40% of all
animal extinctions!
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Alien vs. Invasive

Alien species t a species introduced outside its natural rangereg.No
11432014).

Invasive alien species:

- an alien species whose introduction or spread has been found to
threaten or adversely impact upon biodiversity and related ecosyste
ServiCeSEU Reg. No 1143/2014

- an alien species that has established and spread, and which cause
has the potential to cause, harm to the environment, economies, or
human healthyuch.
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The American mink example
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Satistics
9 The vast majority of alien species are unable to survive in an

unfamiliar environment and eventually die off.

9 Itis estimated that there are already over 12,000 alien species
present in Europe, of which around %% are invasive.

9 The issue of 'alien species' may In the future need to be considere
the context of climate changegthe golden jackal in Central and
Eastern Europe.
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Number of species
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Qumulative number of terrestrial alien species established in Ei.iropean countries
(NOBANIS European Environment Agency)
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Number of species
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Qumulative number of freshwater alien species established in Eiropean countries

(NOBANIS Eu.ropean Environment Agency)
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Cumulative number of species
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Alien speciesin Eiropean marine/estuarine waters (NOBANIS Eiropean
Environment Agency)
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Number of worst
invasive alien species
registered per country

Species per 1 000 km?
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Number of the listed ‘worst' terrestrial and freshwater invasive alien species
threatening biodiversity in Eirope (NOBANIS Eiropean Environment Agency)



Problem of invasive alien speciesin the Baltic Sea

Global map
showing the
number of
harmful alien
species by
coastal
ecoregions
(after Molnar
et al., 2008)



BJ Regulation 1143/2014 on Invasive Alien Secies

Requlation (BJ) No 1143/2014 of the European Parliament and of the
Qouncil of 22 October 2014 on the prevention and management of
the introduction and spread of invasive alien speciesentered into
force on 1 January 2015.

The firsttUwide regulation to combat invasive alien species.

The Regulation foresees three types of interventipreszention,
early detection and rapid eradication, andmanagement.

Prioritisation t1AS of Union, national and regional concern.



How does it work?

The key decision-making body in the implementation of the Regu
tion is the Committee of Member States which is chaired by the
European Commission.

This Committee makes its decisions based on the qualified major
voting system.

There is a Scientific Forum which provides advice to the Commis
sion and the Committee, mainly on risk assessments, listing and
derogations.

There is also a working group of stakeholders.



How does it work?

9 Onthe 13 July 2016 the European Commission adopted the first
list of 37 invasive alien species.

9 Listed IAS will be subject to a number of restrictions and measure
Including restrictions on keeping, importing, transporting, selling,
exchanging, breeding, growing or releasing to the environment.

9 The list of IAS of Union concern is a starting point and the list will |
regularly updated as Risk Assessments are completed and
potentially damaging species are identified.



Thank you for your attention

jakub@gajanet.pl



