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1974 Helsinki Convention
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Helsinki Convention

Convention on the 
Protection of the Marine
Environment Of The 
Baltic Sea Area

1974, 1992

Signatories: all Baltic Sea 
coastal countries and the 
EU

International treaty law 

Helsinki Commission
(HELCOM)

Baltic Marine 
Environment Protection 
Commission

1981

Governing body of the 
Helsinki Convention
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ÅDenmark

ÅEstonia

ÅEuropean Union

ÅFinland

ÅGermany

ÅLatvia

ÅLithuania

ÅPoland

ÅRussia

ÅSweden

Contracting Parties
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Baltic Sea Action Plan (BSAP)

I9[/haΩǎ programmeof actions for Baltic Sea in good environmental 
state by 2021:

The four BSAP segments and objectives

Baltic Sea 
unaffected by 
eutrophication

Baltic Sea 
undisturbed by 
hazardous 
substances

Environmentally 
friendly maritime 
activities

Favourable
status of Baltic 
Sea biodiversity
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State of the Baltic Sea
Second HELCOM holistic assessment 
2011-2016



Susanna Kaasinen

Key findings

Eutrophication: 
Still the major pressure 
despite trends of
nutrient reduction

Current challenges: 
- Littering & plastics
- Underwater sound
- Pharmaceuticals
- Seabed disturbance
- Climate change

Biodiversity: 
Not in a good state 
overall

The Baltic Sea is not 
in a good state: 
BSAP goals unlikely 
to be reached by 2021
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Eutrophication

ÅEutrophication remains the biggest pressure on the sea97% 
of the Baltic Sea 
is affected by 
eutrophication 
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Eutrophication

ÅEutrophication remains the biggest pressure on the sea

Å97% of the Baltic Sea is affected by eutrophication 

ÅEcosystem lag: Inputs of nutrients from land have decreased, but past and 
current inputs still impact the overall status
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